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Upcoming

CoLab Open House, Sept 27, 
4-6p

Online Book Club: Collective 
Courage, Oct 9 - Nov 6

Participatory Action Research 
Workshop, Dec 5, 5-7p

More events...

Work with Us

Fundred Youth Ambassador 
Program Intern

Community-Based Research 
and Evaluation Intern

Research 
Opportunities

Research Seed Fund

Share a Story

Share research or a story on 
CoLab Radio

Want to brainstorm or pitch 
a story or series? Drop by 
CoLab Radio office hours: 
3-5p Thursdays @ CoLab

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS GET INVOLVED

https://colab.mit.edu/news-events/events/colab-open-house-0
http://collectivecouragebookclub.wordpress.com/
http://collectivecouragebookclub.wordpress.com/
https://colab.mit.edu/news-events/events/participatory-action-research
https://colab.mit.edu/news-events/events/participatory-action-research
http://colab.mit.edu/news-events/events
https://colab.mit.edu/get-involved/student-engagement#job-opportunities-and-interships
https://colab.mit.edu/get-involved/student-engagement#job-opportunities-and-interships
https://colab.mit.edu/get-involved/student-engagement#job-opportunities-and-interships
https://colab.mit.edu/get-involved/student-engagement#job-opportunities-and-interships
https://colab.mit.edu/get-involved/student-engagement#community-engaged-research-seed-fund
http://colabradio.mit.edu/submit-to-colab-radio/
http://colabradio.mit.edu/submit-to-colab-radio/
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Economic Democracy Project convenes and prepares 
to build a multi-racial, multi-sectoral future

Image credit: Katherine Mella

The Economic Democracy Project Mel King Community Fellows (MKCF) cohort participated 
in a 2-day convening at MIT at the end of June. The group, which includes labor, worker 
center, and community fellows from the 2011 and 2013 MKCF cohorts, have been grappling 
with the question: “Why are low income and people of color at the bottom of the economy, 
and what can be done about it?” The group has met annually since 2013 and in the most 
recent convening, the participants reflected on what led us to the political climate we are 
currently in, shared concerns and hopes for the future of our work, and defined a new politic 
that we should all collectively work toward. Their vision is to build a multi-racial, multi-sectoral 
movement. Moving forward, the participants will advance five areas of work outlined at the 
convening with support from CoLab and the group plans to reconvene in Spring 2018.

Contact: Katherine Mella (kmella@mit.edu)
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The BronXchange platform expands to localize anchor 
institution spending

Image credit: BronXchange

The BronXchange is an online marketplace that connects Bronx institutions and nonprofits 
with high-road, local businesses in order to localize purchasing and build community wealth. 
Over the past 12 months, CoLab has helped its partner organization, Commonwise Education, 
launch a beta version of this platform, enroll its first vendors, purchasers, and anchor 
institution, begin executing transactions, and finalize its strategy for translating increased 
procurement opportunities into environmental, labor, and community impact at scale. In the 
immediate and near future, our work on this project will focus on deepening relationships 
with a targeted set of anchor institutions, continued enrollment of vendors and purchasers, 
along with providing training and technical support for our vendors to prepare for growth and 
increased positive impact on the local economy and environment. 

Contact: Maggie Tishman (mtishman@mit.edu)
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Listening to the City Conference Explores Creative 
Approaches to Community-based Research and 
Social Change

Image credit: Allegra Williams

Planning and Design disciplines have historically been visually oriented, but what can we 
learn about cities through using our other senses? How can creative approaches to research, 
planning, and policy making lead to greater community participation and more inclusive 
decision-making? In May, in partnership with LA Listens and the Design Studio for Social 
Intervention, CoLab hosted the Listening to the City Conference. Over two days and three 
locations, 100+ activists, artists, and academics from around the world convened to explore 
sound-based methods for community-engaged research, civic engagement, and social 
change. With funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, CoLab is now developing 
a toolkit of aural and storytelling practices – including audio mapping, photovoice, and 
soundwalking -- to be used by both academics and practitioners working in the field. The 
toolkit is scheduled for release in early 2018.

Contact: Allegra Williams (allegraw@mit.edu)

http://www.lalistens.org/
http://www.ds4si.org/
http://www.ds4si.org/
https://arts.mit.edu/listening-city-amplifying-voices-shaping-sonic-infrastructure/
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Just Money Massive Open Online Course runs with 
over 6,000 registrants

Image credit: Kelvy Bird

On April 19th, the Just Money program launched the second offering of its Massive Open 
Online Course (MOOC): Just Money: Banking as if Society Mattered. We had over 6,000 
registrants from 160 countries. Following our second successful run, we plan to make this a 
self-paced course open indefinitely to learners in order to expand the reach and accessibility 
of the materials. Check out the course on the MIT EdX site here: https://www.edx.org/course/
just-money-banking-if-society-mattered-mitx-11-405x-0

Contact: Katrin Kaufer (kaeufer@mit.edu)

https://www.edx.org/course/just-money-banking-if-society-mattered-mitx-11-405x-0
https://www.edx.org/course/just-money-banking-if-society-mattered-mitx-11-405x-0
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Bronx Innovation Factory chosen as a Futureworks 
Shop by NYCEDC

Image credit: NYCEDC Futureworks

The Bronx Innovation Factory (BXIF) is a digital fabrication center and business incubator 
focused on expanding local production capacity in the Bronx to support advanced 
manufacturing businesses with shared ownership models. The Innovation Factory was 
recently designated a Futureworks Shop by the NYC Economic Development Corporation 
(NYCEDC). FutureWorks is a program to inspire and equip New Yorkers to build a 21st-
century production economy, and has identified the BXIF to be included in the network 
of shops, incubators, and support programs to foster the development of an advanced 
manufacturing ecosystem in NYC. In the Fall of 2017, we will be launching a prototype of the 
fabrication lab. The prototype will engage young Bronxites and entrepreneurs interested in 
developing skills and capacities to do prototyping, fabrication, and business development. 

Contacts: Nick Iuviene (iuviene@mit.edu) or Maggie Tishman (mtishman@mit.edu)

https://www.nycedc.com/program/futureworks-nyc-growth-initiative
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CoLab Bronx staff provide support to grassroots orgs 
to advance development without displacement 

Image credit: Katherine Mella

In the Bronx and across New York City, residents in many neighborhoods are facing 
significant displacement pressure. And yet, both private and public processes are re-creating 
similar dynamics, namely excluding the critical knowledge and aspirations of local residents, 
and avoiding meaningful community engagement. These dynamics hinder prospects for 
collaboration and problem solving among stakeholders seeking to advance equitable 
development. Since the beginning of 2017, CoLab staff in the Bronx have been providing 
coordination and strategy development support to a group of grassroots organizations from 
across the borough engaged in anti-displacement work. The group, seeking to disrupt existing 
dynamics, has developed several tools, including a set of principles for development without 
displacement. The group aims to develop additional tools and strategies to advance equitable 
development outcomes in the borough without displacing local residents and businesses 
by ensuring local stakeholders are at the center of all relevant decisions in the Bronx. Read 
more about our thoughts on displacement, real estate, and social mobility in this piece on the 
Rockefeller Foundation blog, Planning for Proximity: How a Study in Real Estate Development 
Can Promote Social Mobility.

Contact: Katherine Mella (kmella@mit.edu)

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/blog/planning-proximity-study-real-estate-development-can-promote-social-mobility/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/blog/planning-proximity-study-real-estate-development-can-promote-social-mobility/
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CoLab Radio experiments with the role of imagination, 
narrative, and world-building

Image credit: Art By Krigga

Over the Spring 2017 semester, Grant Williams (MCP ‘17) and Lawrence Barriner II (MCP 
‘14) facilitated the first round of a small futurist writing collective called Alternative Futures 
hosted on CoLab Radio. The production of stories supported the practice of imagining 
worlds in which the contributors wanted to live. The stories, each an experiment in stretching 
the bounds of the author’s imagination about what’s possible and desirable, also provided 
space for people to think through how different imaginations align, conflict, or build with/on 
each other. The process also supported authors to think through what they want their lives, 
and therefore cities/non-cities/social structures, to look, feel, taste, and smell like. The first 
round of the collective began an exploration of what those world(s) might look like and some 
iteration of the group will continue experimenting in the Fall of 2017. 

Contact: Lawrence Barriner II (lqb@mit.edu)

bit.ly/alternativefutures
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CoLab partners with SAGE Publishing on a book series 
entitled: Taking Freedom

Image credit: SAGE Publishing

CoLab and SAGE Publishing are partnering on a series of books to illustrate and investigate 
race and racism as complicated and dynamic structures that intersect political, economic, and 
social systems. While the books will be based on robust academic theory and research, each 
will use a narrative approach to present these complex topics, much in the vein of the SAGE-
funded magazine, Pacific Standard. The series intends to help readers better understand 
the essential nature of anti-Black racism and its connection to other forms of social 
exclusion in the United States. It also intends to move readers to action in support of social 
justice outcomes. The series will initially be used in education programs led by the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) with its members. 

Contact: Dayna Cunningham (dayna@mit.edu)

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/home
https://psmag.com/
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Mel King Fellows build learning network across the Americas

Image credit: Lawrence Barriner II

In April, the 20-person cohort of Transnational Mel King Community Fellows traveled to 
Banco Palmas in Fortaleza, Brazil for the second convening of the Fellowship. They learned 
about powerful finance-related initiatives that focus on shared wealth creation and economic 
democracy. This October, the program’s third convening will take place in Mississippi where 
fellows will explore the intersections of black struggle and shared wealth building in the US 
South. Fellows will also focus on strengthening emerging transnational collaborations and 
continue to build knowledge about approaches to economic democracy in different contexts 
across the Americas. 

Contact: Juan Constain (constain@mit.edu)

http://colab.mit.edu/people/mel-king-community-fellows
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Just Money Leadership Academy hosts convenings in 
Nepal and Spain

Image credit: Katrin Kaufer

The Just Money program is currently running our second Leadership Academy to train 
high potential leaders in the field of just banking to lead and innovate from a values-based 
perspective. The first meeting was held at NMB Bank in Kathmandu, Nepal and the second 
in Madrid, Spain at Triodos Bank. The final meeting will be hosted at Vancity Credit Union 
in Vancouver, Canada in September. The current cohort of 20 emerging leaders from banks 
across the world are exploring personal leadership challenges and prototyping innovations in 
their respective banks.

Contact: Katrin Kaufer (kaeufer@mit.edu)
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Partnership with Youth Arts Nonprofit helps Young 
Artists Build Portfolios

Image credit: Käthe Swaback

In the Fall of 2016 and Spring of 2017, CoLab and Raw Art Works (RAW) partnered to run 
a 3-session workshop designed to support high school artists to create personal portfolios. 
Students used Adobe Spark to create web portfolios and learned about strategic storytelling. 
The workshop was one of ten projects in a broader, Adobe-funded initiative at RAW, called 
HOME. The HOME initiative is particularly relevant in light of incoming investment and 
developing in Lynn which will likely result in displacement of RAW’s young artists and their 
families. Through a number projects, RAW and its constituents are taking hold of the story of 
what Lynn is and what it needs (and doesn’t need) as development pressures mound. Local 
media coverage of the culminating HOME event can be found on Item Live and Lynn Happens 
and a CoLab Radio series is available here.

Contact: Lawrence Barriner II (lqb@mit.edu)

http://colabradio.mit.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/HOME-Project-Write-ups-draft.pdf
https://www.itemlive.com/2017/05/19/raw-celebration-hits-close-to-home/
http://lynnhappens.com/2017/05/14/three-nights-raw-video-projections-precede-home-exhibit-opening-thursday/
http://colabradio.mit.edu/category/telling-your-story-online/
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Territorial Innovation Expands in the Colombian 
Pacific Region

Image credit: Juan Constain

Informed by our ongoing work in the region and mapping exercises with youth and community 
organizations this past summer, CoLab is designing the next phase of its capacity building 
work in the Colombian Pacific. In collaboration with partner organizations in the cities 
of Quibdó and Buenaventura, we will be hosting monthly spaces for experimentation, 
collaboration and cross-sector prototyping to support youth and community organizations in 
creating innovative approaches to territorial development and peacebuilding. Thanks to PKG 
for financially supporting the summer mapping exercises this past summer.

Contact: Juan Constain (constain@mit.edu)
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MIT CoLab supports a symposium on Community 
Agency and Health

Image credit: Briding Health & Communities

In May of 2017, CoLab participated as a facilitation and planning partner at the Community 
Agency and Health Symposium hosted by Bridging Health & Community. The purpose of the 
symposium was to explore the link between the health sector and local communities, including 
the other sectors that serve those communities. It aimed to shift the conversation away from 
the biomedical model of sick care and uplift the necessity of communities being front and 
center in cross-sector conversations about creating health. The symposium is part of Bridging 
Health & Community’s ongoing work to build a field of practice dedicated to understanding 
health from the perspective of people and communities, and to fostering community agency 
to improve health. The symposium highlighted case examples from the Bronx, New York (the 
Bronx Healthy Buildings Program) and South Kern, California; connected other innovators 
building similar types of inclusive initiatives across the country; and overall was well-received 
by attendees. Read more about CoLab’s community health work in a post on the 
Bridging Health & Communities blog: Think, Link, and Do – Building Just Communities 
through Collaboration.

Contact: Katherine Mella (kmella@mit.edu)

https://www.healthandcommunity.org/
http://colabradio.mit.edu/the-bronx-healthy-buildings-program-tackling-asthma-creating-high-road-jobs/
http://colabradio.mit.edu/the-bronx-healthy-buildings-program-tackling-asthma-creating-high-road-jobs/
https://www.healthandcommunity.org/updates/2017/4/11/symposium-2017-think-link-and-do-building-just-communities-through-collaboration
https://www.healthandcommunity.org/updates/2017/4/11/symposium-2017-think-link-and-do-building-just-communities-through-collaboration
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CoLab Advances Anti-Displacement Advocacy 
through Popular Education

Image credit: Healthy Neighborhoods Research Study, Conservation Law Foundation with Funding from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation

In June, CoLab received funding from the Surdna Foundation to co-design and develop 
popular education tools to support anti-displacement advocacy in partnership with worker-
owned collective Research Action Design (RAD), DUSP Professor Mariana Arcaya, and 
associated community-based research partners involved in the Boston Participatory Action 
Research Initiative.

Contact: Allegra Williams (allegraw@mit.edu)

http://rad.cat/
https://dusp.mit.edu/faculty/mariana-arcaya
http://colabradio.mit.edu/category/par-in-boston/
http://colabradio.mit.edu/category/par-in-boston/

